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Planning Board Minutes 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

 

Memorial Building 
150 Concord Street, Ablondi Room 

 

Memorial Building 
150 Concord Street, Ablondi Room 

 
Those present: Thomas Mahoney, Chairman, Ann Welles, Vice Chairman, Sue Bernstein and 
Carol Spack, Clerk.  Andrea Carr-Evans arrived at 7:50. Also present were Jay Grande, Planning 
Director and MaryRuth Reynolds, Administrative Assistant.   
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Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm 

I. Executive SessionI. Executive Session 12 

13 

14 

15 
16 

Carol Spack moved to enter into executive session to discuss ongoing mitigation 

and then to leave executive session to resume the regular session. Ann Welles 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote all in attendance vote in favor. 
  

II. Discussion on Fenwick Farm  17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Jay Grande updated the Board on the finalizing of the Fenwick Farms Homeowners 

Documents and the amount of work that went into that process. Chris Petrini 

commented on the work performed by his office to finalize the documents. The Board 

asked Jay to send a letter stating that Fenwick Farms is responsible to pay for the 

finalizing of the homeowners association documents.  

 

III. Public Hearing for Special Permit for Erosion, Special Permit for Earth 24 

Removal, and Off-Street Parking Plan, 1834 Worcester Road, Nstar. 25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

In attendance were Jim Davis, Neven Rabadjija and Ken Caputo. Jay Grande briefly 

updated the Board on the outcome of a staff meeting held with Michelle Grzenda and 

Bill Sedewitz. Jim Davis addressed the outstanding items. He confirmed that the 

fencing would be a black vinyl coated barbwire fence and that the paved area had 

been reduced allowing for a better snow storage area instead of using the parking 

area. He also noted that they had reduced the parking spaces by 1 1/2 and that the tree 

plantings had been changed to pines and briefly discussed the landscaping. Jim Davis 

also pointed out that they reconfigured the entrance to make it clear that you could 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes for January 25, 2005                                   page 1 of 4 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

not drive back up and take a right out. The Board expressed concern with the planting 

chosen and stated that they preferred a more natural look due to the surrounding area. 

There was a discussion on the rip rap wall and the type of stones used; but the Board 

decided to leave it as proposed. The Board also suggested that the applicant double 

up on the hay bales in areas where the water came at a more direct route. The Board 

reviewed the town engineer’s comment letter. The Board will start working on a 

decision. This hearing will be continued to February 1, 2005 @ 9:00 pm. 

 

IV. Continued Public Hearing for Site Plan Review Approval, Special Permit for 9 

Use, and Special Permit for Reduction on the Required Number of Parking 10 

Spaces, Public Way Access Permit, Samuels & Assoc., 350 Cochituate Road, 11 

Lowe’s Home Supply. 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

In attendance for the applicant were Paul Galvani, Larry LePere, Joel Sklar, David 

Meyer, Tom Benjamin, John Shipe, Jim Sullivan, Rick Bryant, Larry Barr, and Leslie 

Cohen. The Town’s consultant Mike Davis was also present at the meeting.  

Paul Galvani recapped the outstanding items. He noted that the applicant had added a 

bus shelter to the site, the pedestrian crosswalks had been relocated to access the park 

areas as requested,  the glass windows had been changed to transparent glass with 

some having window treatments, and that the outside landscaping display areas had 

been reduced to 5' wide. He also informed the Board that the applicant had reached an 

agreement with all the abutters in regards to the easement, so they will be going 

forward with the original 4 -way stop intersection. Mike Davis commented on the 

project. The Board requested that the applicant match the color of the Framingham 

Police Building, instead of the color samples presented. The Board reviewed the 

updated mitigation revisions. There was a question on the importance of item#4. Jay 

Grande will check into that item with the engineering department. Jay Grande asked 

that Board members submit any modifications to the draft decision within a week. 

This hearing was continued to February 8, 2005 @ 8:00. 

 

V. Discussion - 575 Worcester Road 30 

31 James Hanrahan, representative for Whole Foods, briefly reviewed the modifications 
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requested. He explained that Whole Foods was proposing to add an outside seating 

area. It would consist of a maximum of 5 tables with chairs and would be blocked by 

fencing from the parking areas. The Board expressed concerns over safety issues with 

these modifications and suggested that something more than a fence, perhaps bollards 

instead, would insure a safer seating area. The Board felt that this was not a plan 

modification and would allow the improvements as long as all safety issues where 

met. Jim Hanrahan will present a design plan for review.  

 

V. Occupancy permit - Kohl's 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

James Hanrahan represented Kohl's department store. Jim stated that they wanted to 

have the landscape bond reduced noting that Kohl’s would replace one (1) dead Oak 

tree and four (4) dead rose bushes. Jay Grande asked that the Board make as a 

condition of the bond reduction verification that the in kind services for the LIFT has 

started. 

Ann Welles moved to reduce the original bond of $265,000 to $53,000 which 

becomes the landscape  bond subject to the confirmation that the incline service for 

the lift have commenced and meeting condition 23 in their decision. Andrea Carr-

Evans seconded the motion. The vote was 5 in favor and 0 opposed. 

 

VI. Stop & Shop 

Frank Poirier represented Stop & Shop. Frank explained that the Stop & Shop needed 

to relocate the bottle return door to the other end of the store. He stated that nothing 

else would change except that the door would move from the right side to the left side 

of the building, with no other changes to the front façade.  The Board felt that this 

was not a significant change and agreed to allow Jay to sign off on the building 

permit. 

 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

i. Miscellaneous Administrative 

a. Jay Grande pointed out important items in the packet that the Board 

received tonight. He stated that the CVS sign relocation is not in the 

Board’s jurisdiction and that unless there was a significant landscaping 

28 

29 

30 

31 
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modification it was within the Building Department jurisdiction. He also 

noted that the contract material from Kathy Bartolini was included in the 

packet. 

c. Ann Welles moved to give DPW the $17,000.00 that Jay Grande has 

identified to improve the drainage. Tom seconded the motion. The vote 

was 5 in favor and 0 opposed. 

 

VII. Meeting adjournment 8 

9 

10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 
24 

Andrea Carr-Evans moved to adjourn. Carol Spack seconded the motion. The vote 

was 5 in favor 0 opposed. Meeting adjourned at 11:45pm. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Reynolds 
Recording Secretary 

 
 
**THESE MINUTES WERE APPROVED WITH AMENDMENTS AT THE 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING OF MARCH 8 2005. 

 

 

 
_______________________________________ 

Thomas Mahoney, Chairman                        
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